AUTUMN
1907
CONRIED, THE director of the Metropolitan Opera, wanted to get
Mahler over there. Cables and letters followed one another.
Mahler welcomed the proposal as a providential means of escape
from Vienna, which had rejected him, to a new country and a new
world. Anything to get away. Germany, too, in spite of many
overtures in the past, had suddenly turned its back on him. His
immediate need was to earn enough money to enable him to work
on in seclusion. He had not got a great deal done this summer.
The Eighth was completed and awaited a performance; the
Ninth, which was later to be "Das Lied von der Erde" was still
in embryo.
Conried summoned him by telegram to Berlin and there he
signed at once a four months' contract for the season 1907-1908.
He told me by telegram how things were going. He was to under-
take three new productions at the Opera and conduct at two or
three concerts. He returned well pleased to Vienna, and there
found a note from Montenuovo asking to see him. I waited for
hours in a little tea-shop that afternoon, and at last he joined me
in high spirits. Montenuovo had asked him to stay on as Director
of the Opera and Mahler had made use of the Prince's own words
in his refusal.
Montenuovo had said in the spring that he had no use for a
director who was always away on concert tours, advertising his
own compositions. Mahler had replied to this that it added to
the prestige of the Opera if the director had a reputation for
original work. The Prince now said he had come round to
Mahler's opinion. To this Mahler replied that he too had
altered his opinion. He saw now that a director of opera should
confine himself strictly to his official duties and be always on
the spot.
We knew that Montenuovo had had a number of refusals during
the summer. Nikisch had refused, so had Schuch; even Wein-
gartner would have nothing to do with it. Nobody liked to risk
being Mahler's successor; nor to undertake such heavy responsi-
bilities for so small a salary. Montenuovo bound Mahler to
secrecy and so denied him the opportunity of clearing himself.
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